Spontaneous spinal epidural hematoma causing cord compression after streptokinase and heparin therapy for acute coronary artery occlusion.
We have reported a case of spinal epidural hematoma with cord compression in a 49-year-old man treated with short-term streptokinase and continuous heparin infusion. The sudden onset of back pain with subsequent neurologic deficits in a patient treated with fibrinolytic therapy alone or in combination with an anticoagulant should prompt an evaluation for spinal epidural hematoma with associated cord compression. The risk of combined fibrinolytic and anticoagulant therapy is not clear and warrants further evaluation.